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Editorial

I’ve never been to a Beetle Drive before. The one held in aid

of Church funds last month was a great success. Many
thanks are due to April Curnow for all her hard work in
organising the event and preparing the food. With her many
helpers and the compering skills of Rev Philip Derbyshire it
was a most enjoyable time.

There’s another event in the Church Room on Friday 20th
when Colin Higgs will be asking the questions at his Quiz
and Supper Night (see add on page 3). Ideally Colin would
like you to form a team of 6 - but I’m sure on the night it
will be possible to fit you in. It’s usually the teachers who
win these events - I think it’s about time they met their
Nemesis!

[ haven’t spotted any frog spawn yet - I’m still intent on
trying to reintroduce frogs to my ponds - so if you know
where I might find a good quantity please let me know.

A pair of Canada geese have taken up residence (as usual) -
last year we also had a pair of swans for the first time but
they did not stay to breed. The AVDC owl man came to
check our owl boxes; but so far nothing to report.

With a hosepipe ban on it’s way it feels like Spring has
sprung. The daffodils are now very abundant. The daffodils
opposite my house on the road verge (originally planted by
Mrs Bellingham) have attracted the attentions of passing
motorists - usually to gather a bunch for themselves, but the
other day I spotted one just taking photos. I think it’s time [
found out if the lawnmower still works - the grass is starting
to grow.

Happy Easter to you all. John
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Alison’s Gossip Column
BIRTHD AYS Welcome to Jeff and Briony who have moved into 8,

The Green.
April The funeral of Doris Scutchings took place 14% March
P in the church. She was a long term resident of Aston
. o Abbotts, living at 77, The Green and running the Post
I(éhrlsé"aﬁrag.ds d ;r g Office and playing the organ in church.
aty Bull-Diamon
Ian Hinds 4th
Caroline Lane 5th
Philip Wheaton 6t Monday 23rd April - St George’s Day
Karen Brandon T
arry th St George's Day is not widely celebrated in England and many
H . ByStra 9 th people do not even know the date on which it is marked. Flags
Adrian Bystra 11 with the image of St George's cross are flown on some buildings,
Laura Whyte 11th especially pubs, and a few people wear a red rose on their lapel.

e C . 13th Church services on the Sunday closest to April 23 often include the
Annie Lopping hymn 'Jerusalem', written by the poet William Blake. The words
Anthony Palmer 13th describe a supposed visit to Glastonbury, England, by Jesus Christ
Jan ROS e 17th during his youth.

Robert Clarke 18th
Sam King 20t Aston Abbotts Summer Ball 2012
Alison Lewis 20th Saturday 28" July 2(.)12
April Curnow 2ond Yes yes yes we are going to do another one..... to be
Matthew James 93rd honest with you we always were! We just had to get
Abbie Lee 6th Frank through Paddy’s day and that nearly didn’t
Katel C >7th happen due to some leg wrestling on a pub floor....

- . . ‘ th
D%ana Picking 28th Well anyway more details will follow but to wet your
Klrs_ty Peacock 28th appetite we have decided this one is going to the
Chris Espley 30 biggest yet. It being the Olympic Diamond Jubilee

. . year you can expect a special occasion. So don’t miss
21st April birthday Queen Elizabeth I1 out.... James Perkins

Holiday Refuse Collection Dates

INormal Collection Revised Collection co Ll N ’s QU lz & s u P P E R

Thursday 12th April Friday 13th April Another opportunity to enjoy an entertaining ‘team
Thursday 10th May Friday 11th May quiz’ evening

Thursday 7th June Saturday 9th June in the Church Room on

Thursday 14th June Friday 15th June . .
Friday 20% April

Commencing at 7.00 pm.
LITTER BLITZ Tickets at only £5.00 include
Please take the time and spend an hour a delicious cheese platter by April.

helping to keep our village tidy. Bring along your own favourite ‘tipple’.

Meet outside the Church Room on Ypu can be assured of a high%y entertaining t.aven-ing.
Tickets at £5.00 each are available from Colin Higgs

Saturday 31st March 10am 681343
sack and picker will be provided -

please bring your own gloves. All proceeds to go to much needed Church funds
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v' Qualified Plasterer
v Skimming
v Dry Lining

v Patch Repairs

DECOR & TIHING B
v’ Tiling - Walls and Floors

Jason Tomlinson v’ Project Management

6 Leaders Close ,
‘ v House Renovation

Wingrave ‘ '
Bucks HP22 4Q) v All materials supplied
01296 681353 v Extensive network of skilled tradesmar
07842 108593 v Free Estimates

www jptplasterwork.co.uk

] /ze .S)taé/es

Beautiful Pine & Oak ﬂanc[cmﬁec/
Eespoke SFuniture

Made From 100% Reclaimed Timber

cfiuing :bim'ng Bedroom Kitchens
From Doors to Hloor Boards

The ﬁatns, Wingmve ’?oacl, Alston
/4/950#3, ﬁuc&,
MPo2 4+ LU

Tel Tim : 01296 688 867
Wob:077:0705211
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NOT ON THE ALLOTMENT DIARY (Warning: this article does not contain flashlight

photography, but does contain material which may worry readers of a nervous disposition).

The surgeon at the Horton Hospital surprised me, when I met him for my pre-op appointment before my hip
operation, by asking if I wanted to have the operation under a general or local anaesthetic, and indicated

that his recommendation was for the latter!

Knowing that the operation would involve sawing off a chunk of my femur, and them drilling a hole in it to
accept a metal prosthesis, you can imagine my initial reaction! Not being especially brave, I was not sure I
could cope with this if I remained conscious, and was initially astonished that it should even be considered.
However, on reading more about it, | discovered that there were reasons why a local was preferable; the
principal being that one recovers from the operation far quicker, and one can be got out of bed, and so begin
using the new joint much more quickly -~ usually the morning after the op.; whereas a patient who has had a
general will take much longer to recover from the “woozy” effect of the anaesthetic, and may suffer from
nausea, headaches, etc., for day or so. I also discovered that in addition to the local anaesthetic, one can ask
for a sedative, and I accordingly decided - with some misgivings - that this was the route for me.

Consequently, my operation was carried out under a local anaesthetic. The anaesthetist started by giving me
an epidural injection, which froze the lower half of my body, and then gave me a second nerve-blocking
injection in the affected hip. Finally, at my request, he then injected a mild sedative, so that 1 did not worry
about what was happening — and for reasons you will read later, T think this was a vital part of the jigsaw.
On the operating table they built a small tent over me, so that I could not see what was going on, and I lay
there, fully conscious during the whole of the operation, listening to Mozart on my Walkman (I'm not
sufficiently with-it to own an I-pod or anything similar).

During the operation, while | felt absolutely nothing, 1 clearly heard the surgeon saw through the top of my
femur; then, later smelled the adhesive he was using to stick the plastic cup into my pelvis; and finally
heard him banging away with a hammer two or three dozen times, clearly driving the metal prosthesis with
a ball on the end far enough down into the top of my femur; presumably to make sure it was secure, and
that both legs were the same length — and all this with total equanimity on my part: indeed some wry
amusement! I am sure this was the effect of the sedative I had been given. (I can’t believe T would have
shown such sang froid without it!)

Finally, after about an hour and a half (a guess based on the amount of Mozart I had been able fo listen to),
the operation was over, and the operating team, porter and other assistants moved me off the operating table
onto my bed (which had been wheeled through to the operating theatre), and I was taken back to my room

1 cannot speak too highly of the treatment I received from the surgeon and other stafl’ at the NHS hospital
where the op. was carried out. The only slight complaint | might have is that they shoold perhaps have
given me stronger drugs to control the pain during the first night after the operation: once the pre-op. drugs
had worn off, 1 was in some discomfort, and only managed to sleep for two or three hours during the night.
While I could have asked for more drugs, I didn’t want to make a fuss, and did not know what is normal,
The after-sales service was superb: a room to myself; a television mounted on the ceiling above my bed (so
that T was able to watch both rugby internationals on the Saturday afternoon after the op.); and a bed which
I could adjust into any position in which I was comfortable.

(Incidentally, the reason why T went to the Horton Hospital in Banbury is that I was given a choice of which
hospital I wanted to go to. I discovered that if I wanted to go to Stoke Mandeville, it would be 183 days
before I could see a surgeon for a pre-operation assessment, and then Heaven only knows how long before

the operation itself. At Banbury, I got to see my surgeon about 6 weeks after the referral
coniinued on page 7

MUSIC IN QUIET PLACES

Music lovers will be pleased to know that members of the PCC are making arrangements for this popular event to be held in
Aston Abbotts again this year.
At present, the date is set for the 27% of May, but keep a ‘lookout’ in future issues of The Chronicle for further details.
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ARE YOUR FLOOR COVERINGS LOOKING OLD AND TIRED?

Then revitalise your home with a new floor!
All makes of flooring supplied and fitted to the highest
of standards

Have you thought of a wood laminate or maybe an
Amtico/Karndean design floor?

All types of cushion vinyl and hard flooring
FREE ESTIMATES
For a quality finish ring ~
Lol Hinds 01296 688479
07767 786671 (mobile)
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RJ O'CONNELL

BRICKWORK & GENERAL BUILDING
FORALLYOURBUILDING NEEDS

EXTENSIONS, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE,
DRIVES, PATIO'S AND ROOF REPAIRS

ALSO PROFESSIONAL DECORATING
SERVICE

CALL ROB
MOBILE - 07855 236 726
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by my GP, and the initial date for the operation was originally fixed for just over 2 months’ later (despite
the fact that the period included the Christmas and New Year holidays). My op. was then postponed for a
further 3 weeks, but even so, by mid-April — the date when I could have expected to see a surgeon at Stoke
Mandeville for the initial interview - I should be well on the way to recovering from the operation. Added
to which, the unit at Banbury is a purpose built unit where they do nothing but operation on joints like
hips. The decision to go to Banbury was, as current slang has it, a no-brainer).

I started walking the following morning with a zimmer frame; but I am writing this article less than 4
weeks after the operation and I can already hobble around the house without a stick; and can quite
comfortably go for walks of half a mile or so with one; and do things like going round the supermarket.
Unfortunately I will not be allowed to drive a car until 6 weeks after the op., and gardening and golf are
both ‘verbotten’ for 3 months. Adam is doing a good job of looking after me, and trying to make sure 1
don’t do the things I have been told not to do — like bending over too far: and in a stroke of genius moved
our fridge from its position below the work-surface to a new temporary one on top of it, so that I can get
things from the fridge, or put things back there, without any bending.

Meanwhile, on the allotment, he has rotavated the ground, and any day now we hope to start the first of
this season’s planting. (When I say “we”; I am envisaging my being in a supervisory capacity). I have
ordered my new seeds from Thompson & Morgan — including, this year, a blue potato. (Well, the
catalogue calls it “blue”, but I think from the picture that it is really a purple colour, like all the so-called
“blue” roses I have ever seen). Still the flesh will remain the purply-blue colour after cooking, which will
be interesting.

Peter Shorrock

Countryside Matters

It is a known fact that if you work and live in the countryside rats are ever present, in hedgerows,
fields and gardens. This is why, for the time being, our small collection of free range hens have
had to go. Laying hens seem to attract rats like no other animal; it must be the combination of
layers, pellets and household scraps that the rats find attractive. There is nothing a laying hen will
not eat and the same goes for a rat. I have also known rats to chew through wire, timber, tin and
even tunnel under and come up through concrete. So the hens had to go. The rats would even steal
eggs at times and they love to live in compost heaps! So a consistent onslaught of traps and
poison were in use. The poison is a waterproof nugget with a hole in the middle to push a steel
rod through this then attaches to a dog proof plastic bait box. Hence the rats can’t pull the bait out
and can munch away in warm and weatherproof surroundings. The resultant dead bodies are
cleared up by the local red kites. The poison does not kill twice (I have carefully checked this) but
the neat poison is deadly to dogs, so beware!

The results of this activity are quite slow to materialise and I am thinking about reverting to
terriers and chainsaw smoke, the old fashioned country way that produced tremendously
successful results and a pint down the pub afterwards. But firstly I must check with the NFU to
see that I am not breaking the law. i.e. hunting with dogs!

Rattus norvegicus, the brown rat, steeped in folklore and myth, is a creature despised by man and
has the tenacity to survive almost anywhere. But all the ‘plastic urban anti hunting politician’ can
see as his mission in life is to change countryside ways and interfere in our countryside pastimes.
Who are these idiots and do gooders? Having checked, I think I am just in the clear but when do
these people find the time to try and change the countryside ways? I suppose they never have rats
and urban foxes in their suburban gardens.

James Henderson
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WINGRAVE GARAGE

Terry Bracey-Wright & Michael Mitchell
Telephone 01296-681543

Your local MOT centre

By appointment 9.00am to 5.30 pm Monday to Friday
Free retests

Servicing and Repairs

Petrol and Diesel Sales
Bottled Gas stockist

**** Free Courtesy Car ***
We are happy to give you an estimate even for the smallest job! Most credit cards taken

GARDEN MACHINERY - QUADS
service - SALES - repairs

USED MACHINES AVAILABLE
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RGC ENGINEERS, MURSLEY
Tel: (01296) 720066 or (01296) 681007
LOCAL COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

I ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED EED
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Astonbury 2012 - 7% July

Yes, Astonbury has a new team so put Sat 7t July on the calendar and invite your friends.
We've been putting together an event that we know will have to go a long way to meet the
expectations of the village, but we’re pretty confident we can put on a great show. Expect a
few nice additions, a great production and a wide variety of great live music.

Musicians wanted!!! I've seen lots of you pick up a guitar, ukulele, sing, etc. at parties and
BBQ’s so we really want to put you all on a stage.
Believe me, being on stage with lots of other
musicians is far easier than standing up there on your
own, so if you ever wanted to be in a band, we can
make it happen. Even if you can only play three
chords, you're in! If you want to sing your favorite
song, tell me it... we will have a house band that will
be more than happy to play with you.

If the Chunkee's can do it, SO CAN YOU !!! , ’ ‘ ,/"' 'A

further info: Simon 07979 590891

Simon 07979 590891
simon.longman@gmail.com

OLD BRIDGES of BUCKS by Colin Higgs
Old bridges are fast disappearing as modern day traffic renders them too narrow/or able to bear present day
loads (HGV’s etc).

-

The only mediaeval bridge
in Buckinghamshire is at
Thornborough on the
Buckingham/Bletchley Road
- it has three ribbed arches
and 2 plain ones to the East
and three breakwaters on the
south side; the bridge only
took one way traffic, but
anew section of road was
built to protect it.

The old Hardwick Bridge
crossing Creslow Brook on the Aylesbury-Buckingham Road was widened several years ago and lost its
stone parapets, the old bridge was built in 1839 by the Trustees of the Wendover-Buckingham Turnpike
Road.

Bridges were also built to carry secondary roads over rivulets and have their charm such as the one on the
A413 near Winslow, the main road has been diverted to protect it and now forms part of the layby among
trees.

Bridge repairs in olden times were considered as important as repairs to churches and grants were often
made for a Parish Church or a nearby bridge.

Thornborough Bridge, near Buckingham

OS Map 165 729 332

Car park with picnic and interpretative facilities. A 4 mile long circular walk can be followed
around Thornborough from the historic, mediaeval bridge passing Roman burial mounds, the
remains of a mediaeval village and a nature reserve along the disused Buckingham canal.

Sharing a hot cross bun with another is supposed to ensurc friendship throughout the coming year, particularly if "Half for you and
half for me, Between us two shall goodwill be" is said at the time. Because of the cross on the buns, some say they should be kissed
before being caten. If taken on a sea voyage, hot cross buns are said to protect against shipwreck. 1f hung in the kitchen, they are said
to protect against fires and ensure that all breads turn out perfectly. The hanging bun is replaced each year
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“We are delighted to
welcome you to gbeauty” _ ]

We aim to provide you with the ultimate in quality beauty
treatments and procedures for both men and women. Whilst enjoying
the relaxing calm of the spa inspired environment it will lead you

to the optimum experience of complete well being, release from

the rigors of everyday life and total self indulgence

A wide range of treatments using quality products for men and women are
offered at gbeauty. these treatments include:

e Decleor & Guinot e Brazilian Waxing We also provide
Facials « Eyelash Extensions Specialist Clinics:
. l‘)cd::or B'odq e Thai Massage ¢ Botox
reatments . NOn- -
‘ ) » Indion Head ‘\0[? Su.rqccal
» (reative Spa Manicures Facial Fillers
) , , » Wedding Packages _
e Creatlive Spa Pedicures e Semi Permanent
. e Mothers To be Makeup
* Bio Sculpture Notural Packages

Gel Nail Enhancements

for Fingers & Toes. » Special Occasion

Makeup using
Virgin Vie

» PhD Waxing Cosmetics Opening Times:
Monday  n:00am - 5:00pM
Tuesday  g:o0am - 8:00pm
Wednesday g:00am - 6:00pm
Thursday  g:o0am - 8:00pm
Friday g:008m - 6:00pm
Saturday  g:00am - 6:00pm
~Deauty Sunday CLOSED
gbeauty Ltd, 56 High Street,
Whitchurch. Buckinghamshire,
HP22 4JS

T. 01296 640644
www.4-beauty.com

» St Tropez Tanning
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The Scouts have been very busy recently — they have been working hard

. ‘3&“ learning about aspects of Ayleshury’s history, including a walk around the
Seojts  towncentre. They have also been swimming, taken part in a District Quiz
be prepared « « « and are getting ready to take part in a District cookery competition, to be

e held outdoors over an open fire. The Scouts have also been working

towards their Stage Three Emergency Aid badge, so everyone is warmned
not to bacome ill or have an accident anywhere near them, as they will
want to practice their new found skills!

In recent weeks the Beavers have been making
pancakes (cooked over a candle), had a visit from the
local Police Community Support Officer, made Mother's
Day cards and aitended the District Handicraft avent.
The Beavers and Cubs will also be holding a joint
meeting, tc make cakes to sell in aid of the Air
Ambulance Trust.

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts are open to girls and boys
aged between 6 and 14. We meet weekliy at the Scout
Hut in Chiltern Road. Anyone interested in finding out
more should contact the Group Scout Leader, Michelie
Parker, on 01296 681911, or via email:

quaveriw@yahoo.co.uk

VIC SCOTT’S DIARY - Crow versus Owl

One day towards the end of April [1945] 1 witnessed a rather remarkable battle between a Carrion
Crow and a Tawny Owl. It was the middle of the afternoon, and the sun was shining from a
cloudless sky.

Sitting in a spinney { could hear some distance away a number of angry birds ‘mobbing’ some bird
of prey.

Suddenly there flew along the edge of the spinney, (in broad daylight) a tawny owl flying about
three feet from the ground, chased by a carrion crow {(which had at the time a nest in a nearby
tree). The crow, swooping on the owl from the rear, struck it such a violent blow on the back of the
head that it fluttered to the ground, partly stunned. The crow was on it immediately, pecking and
tearing with all its power, while the owl fought back hard.

‘| Whether it was because of the bright sunshine dazzling it’s eyes | do not know, but from the start it
was clear that the owl was having the worst of the fight. After several minutes had passed, the
crow was standing on the owl, plucking out its feathers, while the owl screeched in pain.

[ realised it was time to intervene, so, climbing over the fence, | ran towards the birds, at which the
crow made a hasty retreat, leaving the owl lying injured on the ground. On seeing me approach the
owl tried to flutter away, but [ caught it with very little trouble, and, carrying it some distance from
the scene of the encounter, waited for it to revive sufficiently to fly away.

It appeared that the bird had not fed well of late, for it was in a very thin, poor state. While held,
the bird was very quiet, and made no attempt to struggle, or peck, only looking up at me with its
large round, deep blue eyes, and occasionally clicking its beak. When [ finally released the owl, it
flew steadily and silently away, and was lost to my sight among the trees.

Facts about the Diet of Tawny Owls 24" April 1946

On the 19% April 1946, I found in a twelve feet high ash stump with a hollow at the top a nest of
Tawny Owls (Strix aluco sylvatica); containing three young. Two of these appeared to be just over
a week old, while the third must have been nearly a fortnight. Although it must be admitted the
Tawny Owl kills a number of small birds, the amount of good done by these birds is absolutely
remarkable. In this particular nest were eighteen half-grown rats, and five field mice, but not a

sign of any bird that had been killed. Not one of these rats could have been more than three days in
the nest, for they were all in fresh condition. They were arranged in a semi-circle around the nest.
all with their tails pointing to the centre, most of them having had their heads bitten off.

The three young owls mentioned above were successfully reared, and left the nest without
interference.
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. Electrical

/' Contractors
Ltd

Replacement of old fuse boxes
Additional sockets and lights
Outdoor supplies to sheds, garages,
ponds etc
Replacement of faulty fittings
Storage heater replacement
Electrical wiring faults
Landlords’ electrical inspections
Free estimates
Part P approved electrician

A4 P Contact Dean
01296 - 712776
~ 07794 - 510980
= dean4832@aol.com

Chesham Preparatory School M

Independent education forlboys and gn'l;ngcd 3o 13 (JARDEN SERVICES
TEL : 01296 641578
MoB: 07766 478267

FOR A CHEERFUL RELIABLE SERVICE
GRASS CUTTING - HEDGE CUTTING
ROTOVATING - STRIMMING
TREE WORK - GUTTER CLEANING

Tel 01494 782619 | www.cheshamprep.co.uk
Email registrar(@cheshamprep.co.uk

Two Dells Lane, Chesham, Buckmghanishire HPS 3QF
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ASTON ABBOTT BOOK CLUB

The February meet was held at Christine Scott’s house to discuss ”Behind the Scenes at the Museum™ by
Kate Atkinson. We all loved this book for it’s social commentary on our own lives, its sadness and humour.
It’s a book we would all recommend. It is set in Yorkshire and plots the tangled life of Ruby and her family.
Ruby’s mother Bunty suffers the drudgery of being married to George - a marriage she didn’t want but
reasoned it was her last chance. She dreamt of being a movie star swept off her feet by a romantic hero - but
life’s not like that. A rattling good read.

April’s book, chosen by Gaynor Erskine-Walker, is “The House by the Dvina” by Kate Atkinson. Meet at

her house on Wednesday, 25th April at 8.00 pm. _
: John Hardcastle

VILLAGE ORCHARD

As many of you will know the gate between the allotments and the
orchard has been moved and repaired - all it needs now is a catch
which has probably been done by the time you read this.

A fence has been erected as a boundary between the allotments and
the orchard - a good quality fence which should last at least 20 years.

The turfs urgently need moving as it wont be long before the first
topping of the grass should be done.

The biggest worry for the orchard is rain. Will there be enough to get
the trees growing - will there be any?

As you may know I have a means of transporting water to the site but
I have to fill it with a hosepipe - will this be banned? What a job to
water all the trees regularly.

I am a natural optimist and still say we could have plenty of rain - there is still time.

In the meantime look out for the first green leaf in the orchard. Where will it appear?

Could there be any blossom this first year?

Have any of the bird nesting boxes been used?

How many moles live in the orchard - what do you think?

Go and have a look and keep us informed. Peter Knight

A big thank you is due to Peter Knight and John Dixon for completing the gate and fencing - if you would like to offer
your help in clearing the turfs/turves and with watering then please contact Peter Knight 681478 John Hardcastle
688070 Gordon Smith gordon.smith53@btinternet.com Ed  See Peter’s ‘Orchard Report’ on page 15

Aston Abbotts and Cublington Ladies Club
LADIES CLUB SPRING LUNCH

In March each year the Aston Abbotts and Cublington Ladies Club have a fund raising lunch and
so it was that on15th March this took place in the Church Room here in Aston Abbotts.

Twenty ladies sat down to eat Chicken Chasseur served with creamy mash and a dish of peas and
leeks with pancetta. There was a choice of red or white wine or fruit juices to accompany the meal.
The ladies found room to enjoy a dessert of cheesecake decorated with strawberries and cream and
followed by coffee.

The funds raised from this meal came to £109.64.

The next meeting is on April 19th when Dr. Kirsty Rees will be talking about sign language.
Kirsty is the wife of Neil who gave us the talk about King Zog of Albania in January. Kirsty and
Neil are good friends to the village and love to visit here. April Curnow

Easter Island

Many people have found Easter Island history very fascinating! On Easter Sunday, April 5, 1722, a Dutch sea captain named Jacob
Roggeveen landed his ship on an island known as 7e Pito o Te Henua, meaning “The Center of the World.” Captain Roggeveen
renamed the island Easter Island. Located 2200 miles (3500 kilometers) off the coast of Chile, it is the world’s remotest inhabited
island. The island is 63 miles in size with three extinct volcanoes; but technically speaking, the island is a single massive volcano that
rises over 10,000 feet from the ocean floor! Once a luscious refuge for migratory birds and wildlife, the island has now been stripped
of its native forest due to overpopulation and improper farming techniques.
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You deserve the best
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: i you arc thinking of moving in the
"?6 near future or in the next couple of
> months then you really need to talk to
us first. Without obligation we will be
¢/ pleased to offer you both professional
‘5 and realistic advice aboult your proposed
W properly move. We will be able to
epm=  Jemonstrale 1o you quickly why you
¢S should use our services, as we believe
a) that you really ‘Do Deserve The Best.
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WO ACAGE DR TEHER AN SEUVBED O FE R0 T3S AR stk (1

BOES AR WREETE SN QUOTATRINS SSAILAREE 0N REQINST,
Full colour details — Nort
0 gages Hartvo el Parinershap,
Qur customers are everything to us and we will arrange 1A eshuny Roud

make sure that we deliver to you the care and

altention that you need 1o make sure your rartnership cthos reflects the traditional values Wing, Bucks
property move is as trouble free as is possible. of integrity, attentiveness and commitment, F17 0P
Our bigh profile presence and carcfully targeted which are supported by the latest technology,
marketing strategics mean that your property which combine 1o ensure an unbeatable 01296 688889
reccives the maximum exposure that it deserves. personal service.
We will be working hard to make sure that your At Hartwell Partnership we never forget that
property is viewed in the right place, at the our success is driven by delivering olient
right time and to the right people. satisfaction and maintaining a reputation for
excellence in the locality as a professional
Backed by years of experienee, the Hartwell residential estate agent.

conveyancing arranged
letting agents

\ Town, village & counbyhomes -. L7 TR

& oy : ();)(}[) i’:l’l

Sales

’ w

www. hartwellpartnership.co.uk
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ORCHARD REPORT - An ‘official’ inspection of all the trees was carried out; I am pleased to advise as follows.

The winners of the 1st in leaf competition is tree no. H 10 that is not allocated as yet. Second is tree no. G

10 Juan & Brigitte. Third equal Debbie Whitehouse and Bob Carvey.

To be commended:- John & Pam Dixon, Watts family, Alan & Jo, Maggie Smith (due probably to the effect

of the added bells).

We predict that G 11 Apricot of Debbie Whitehouse will flower well and Pam & David Gray’s will also

flower in it’s first year as well. Selwyn & Jackie’s tree D 8 Warwickshire Drooper looks promising.

All together a yery encouraging inspection!

Wotton Costard (Ed & Judy’s tree) looks a late starter and stands no chance against The Reverend Wilks

(my tree)! The inspector suspects that Alan & Jo’s tree has benefitted from secret waterings by Bark the

dog (no holds barred in this competition).

All the above is of course light hearted as the quince tree will always come into leaf just before the cherries

that are just before the plums. Apricots will always be first to flower - unless, of course, I’m a Dutchman
Peter Van Knight

HISTORY IN THE MAKING

Your local bowls Club in the
village of Cheddington was

founded in 1983. 5 years later T ' ' ‘
glgcg:gofgfgfgﬁd%e Your Bowls Club is open April 17th to Sept
Cheddington High Street. Try bowls any Tuesday (2pm) or Friday (6pm)
The Pharoahs of Egypt o drners iy S nierti il
played bowls! Since then the
game has taken many forms. CHEDDINGTON BOWLS CLUB, your frierdly lacal C.ub,
You may have heard of Bocce s far everybody - allages begmners to experis.
(Italian), Bolla (Saxon), Bolle Sur Cpen sessors are g0 deal appertunity 1o aot to know bewds and
(Danish), Boules (French), Ula rmake row frizads Jast come with traners or flat scled s?rczes.\::'agl :

. . Supply the rost including 3 cuppa or semething stronger from the bar.
Maika (Polynesian) and, of <PeY
course tOd?;;S popular érown veaw.cheddinglantowls org.uk { The Recreation Ground, High Street, Cheddington
Green and Lawn bowls. The Contacts: Nigel on 01442 824 679 or Sue on 01296 668772

oldest Bowls green still played
on is in Southampton, which
dates from 1299. ‘
You should give Bowls a go. You will be warmly welcomed at our Open Day & BBQ on
May 2oth, starting at 2 pm and on any Tuesday (2pm) or Friday (6.15 pm) from May to
September.

Shakespeare mentions bowls in Cymbeline. Henry vi11 and King James 1 loved bowls. The
game’s magic ensures its continued popularity with young and the mature, for it is easy to get into
and rewarding from the outset. It is a game of fun and friendships. It challenges mind, body and
spirit — just enough!

We love bowls and our Club. We think you will too.

Cheddington Bowls Club contacts: Nigel 01442 824679 or Sue 01296 668772

spsnscrwaty The Will Trusts & Probate Practice « 01525 220644

SPRING INTO ACTION

As the days become longer and the daffodils flower, the sun shines brightly into our rooms and, oh dear,
just look at that dust! Although Quentin Crisp the author is reputed to have said that dust gets no thicker
after three years, most of us prefer not to test that theory.

We all have standards we like to maintain but sometimes we just can’t physically manage the house and
garden like we used to when we were younger. For anyone who wants a bit of extra help at home, you can
ring Age UK Bucks and ask about the Help at Home service.

There are cleaners, shopping help, gardeners, handymen, and even hairdressers, computer tutors,
therapeutic massage ladies, and the toe nail cutting team. All will visit at home, at a reasonable price, and
at a day a time to suit.

Age UK Bucks will also help with welfare benefits advice, befriending visits, any information & advice
needed by an older person, and rural day care.

Ring 01296 431911 Monday to Friday 9 —4pm

Age UK Bucks, 145 Meadowcroft, Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 9HH

Registered charity no. 1139423
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Painting & Decorating

Brighten up your Home with a Professional Decorating Service
Clean & Tidy Worlananship Guaranteed

Interior & Exterior
Wallpaper Hanging, including feature walls
Painting \ Staining
Plaster coving & cornices
Wall tiling

Skirting’s, Architraves Door hanging eci,
Insurance Work Undertaken ‘
Competitive Pricing

Call Adrian Bystra

Tel: 012906 688429 - Mobile: 07986 597013
wury.anbdecorate. cont
emailinfo@anbdecorate.cont Est:1987

. PERATOR
Benham & Williams FULLY LICENSED PRIVATE HIRE O

SN S G230 Sasiesy e e

1" BUTLERS

Offering a friendly, independent and professional AT YOUR SERVICE

service for all your business, accountancy and

taxation matters.
We specialise in airport and long distance work:-

Preparation of accounts for |

. . i i - te is what you pa
businesses of all sizes * Fixed prices - what we quote is you pay

. e * No additional charge for weekends, bank holidays
Tax Returns for individuals, unsocial hours

businesses and Companies
P % Absolutely no hidden charge

Business start-ups , o
P * Modern air conditioned cars

Payroll bureau
FOR A BOOKING OR A QUOTE

Book keeping and VAT Returns Please Ring Colin on:-

01296 583577
07802 746711

For a no obligation initial mecting to discuss your
requirements contact Paul Benham on 01296 678581

Midshires House, Midshires Business Park,
Smeaton Ciose, Aylesbury, HP19 8HL : -mail: colin.butler@taxidriver.co.uk
www.butlers-private-hire-cars-aylesbury.com

® Accountancy ¢ Busmess start-up & Busingss consuitancy o Company secretarial o

 Parsonal Lavation e Estate planning ® Susiness taxation e $3 Ramworth Way, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 7EY
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WINGRAVE C of E SCHOOL What have we been learning?

The following questions are all based on recent topics studied at school. If you bring an answer to Mrs
Britnell by Monday 16% April you will be awarded 5 house points for each correct answer.

What is a rainforest?
What is the canopy in a rainforest?
Narne three animals that can be found in the rainforest?
When and where was Roald Dahl born?
When did Roald Dahl write his first children’s book?
Where is Roald Dahl buried?
In Science what is DNA an abbreviation for?
Write a brief description of forensics.
Name four types of forensic science.
0 How would you write; “Hello, how are you?” in French?

= O 0 NI ON Nt RN —

The Spring term has been very busy with the children taking part in many different activities; including
field trips, workshops and community projects. The focus on reading has continued with the introduction of
a weekly reading raffle for those children who read daily to an adult. Children have continued to take part in
competitive sport and a group of year 5 and 6 pupils have successfully won the silver Cottesloe dance
extravaganza. To help promote road safety pupils from year 5 have completed bikeability training and all
pupils, from year 2 upwards, have developed their road safety through the support of a visiting safety truck.

Date for the diary

This year the children will be lucky enough to celebrate May Day on the 1% May in the traditional way;
distributing May garlands, dancing around the May pole and all participating in traditional dances.

further info: Simon 07979 590891
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Buckland Landscapes

Nursery ‘Treesales Planting Moving Landscape supplies

Rooted in more than 20 years of landscape design, construction and
maintenance experience, Buckland Landscapes Ltd can bring creativity and
expertise as well as long term maintenance solutions to your landscapes.
in addition, we have our own 50 acre open grown tree nursery based in

Bushmead Road. Cublington. Nr Aylesbury.

Our website is comprehensive and very user friendly . Please Lake a look to see
the full range of services we are able to offer.

Whether vou require garden design. hard or soft landscaping, or garden
maintenance, please do not hesitate to contact otir office fo arrange a
consultation on: 01296 680350 or email infoebuckland-landscapes.couk.

01296 680350

infoghuckland-landscapes.couk
www bhuckland-landscapes.couk
Home Farm. 61 The Green, Aston Abbotts, Avlesbury. Bucks. HP22 41Y

David Rowe Dip Surv MCIOB
Tel : 01296 682529 Mob : 07867 977 575

@acs,gn

ARCHITECTURAL & TECHNICAL — v
DESIGN SERVICES :

e HOUSE EXTENSIONS For A Cheerful, Reliable Service
* LOFT CONVERSIONS Grass Cutting Hedge Cutting Rotovating
» PLANNING AND BUILDING Strimming Tree Work  Gutter Cleaning
REGULATIONS Waste Licence Holder
e NEW BUILD DEVELOPMENT 01296 641578
07766 478267
FROM SCHEME DESIGN TO COMPLETION
No OBLIGATION FIRST CONSULATION TE 0330903 find us at:- www.localbusinessdirectory.co.uk

April 2012 The Chronicle 18



Aston Abbotts Website - further updates
www.aston-abbotts.co.uk

This is a website for the village and 1 want it to be useful to villagers as well as to people looking up Aston
Abbotts on the internet. If there is something you would like to see on the site then please email me - you
will find contact details on the site. | would also be interested in adding more photo galleries, so if you have
taken some interesting pictures of Aston Abbotts or village events please get in touch. [ would also like to
add any pictures of Aston Abbotts in the past and I'd be grateful if I could borrow any for scanning - they
will be returied unharmed and very promptly. Thank you. Phil Spooner

ANNUAL SPRING -NURSERY
PLANT SALE

on
MENTMORE VILLAGE GREEN
Saturday 21 APRIL
12 to 5 pm (£1 entry children free)

Please come along and enjoy the opportunity stock up your garden
Their will be lots of garden plants on sale
Refreshments will include; Teas with locally homemade cakes &
the barbeque will be running all dayl
If you are back in your garden sorting out and potting up plants, we would welcome
donations of any surplus well rooted specimens of all kinds, to display on our local garden
stand.
Please phone Sue on 01525 372757 or Mentmore Village Hall 07707218719
Or bring them up on the morning of the event
All Proceeds to go towards the Insulation project for Mentmore Village Hall
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SN* Pest Control
fb’y the BEE's Knees at MSC Lid.

Environment Agency Certificate Number TWE/673982
Member of British Institutes of Cleaning Science BICS

# WASPS £35.00 INCLUSIVE
GUARANTEED - NO HIDDEN
CHARGES

PIGEON NETTING AND POINTING
PROTECTION. MESS REMOVAL AND
DISPOSAL IN ACCORDANCE WITH
DEFRA AND EA. CERTIFICATES OF
DISPOSAL SUPPLIED.

¢ 2 RATS/MICE ALL TRAPPED AND Qw
R3G8  DISPOSED OF IN ACCORDANCE A )
> wITH DEFRA AND EA. i

Wo00DWORM, COCKROACHES,
INSECTS, FLIES, SQUIRREIS.

TEL: 01296 424284 M: 07950 379250
E: JIM@MTSFC.CO.UK
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DIAMOND JUBILEE PICNIC - MONDAY 4™ JUNE
BRING YOUR OWN PICNIC ON THE RECREATION GROUND FROM 12.30

GREAT ASTON ABBOTTS BAKE OFF COMPETITION

E}ﬁ"

!',

N @R\ /
\VI/
~ — /s

LIVE MUSIC FROM THE 1950s & 1960s

HOME MADE CAKES AND TEAS FOR SALE

TRADITIONAL GAMES AND RACES & COMMUNITY FOOTBALL

VILLAGE TREASURE HUNT

WINGRAVE POST
OFFICE AND STORES

21 Winslow Road, Wingrave

SHOP 681696
POST OFFICE 682964
fresh food available to order:

Fruit and Vegetables - order by
Wednesday, collect on Friday/Saturday

Bread baked fresh daily - Large White
Split Tin, Small White Farmhouse,
Large and Small Wholemeal, French
Sticks and Baguettes

Pastries on Saturday and Sunday -
Croissants, Pain au Chocolat. Pain au
Raisin
PLACE YOUR ORDERS NOW!

Beetle Drive

Some of you, like me, were probably thinking what on earth
is a Beetle Drive. Well 1, with a number of friends, went to
find out and had a great night.

Basically it entails getting into a Volkswagon and driving...
only joking.

It’s a game...You roll the dice and depending on the number
you get you can start to create your beetle. This is done in
competition with the other members of your table and in the
room. Much fun was had especially following the
consumption of some alcoholic beverages.

The evening was hosted by our new vicar, he seems a very
nice chap, and with a full room I am sure a good amount of
money was raised. As always the food provided was
outstanding, so special thanks go to April and everyone who
helped arrange a wonderful evening. James Perking

April 2012
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Lazy Dog

Holiday Cottages

Tregerrick - sleeps 4 - a 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom contemporary character
cottage in the heart of Padstow, North Cornwall. Gas central heating and
all mod cons inc dishwasher, washer/dryer, leather sofas, flat screen
TV/DVD etc. Within walking distance of Rick Stein’s restaurants.

Annet - sleeps 4 - a 2 bedroom spacious character cottage with large
garden, large living room, separate dining room, ideal for families with
children, 3 miles from Padstow. Gas central heating & all mod cons inc
dishwasher, washing machine, TV/DVD etc. Vs

2

See our website for photographs and full
details - www.lazy-dog.biz

Both cottages available for holiday let all
year round

Dogs welcome by arrangement

Call Andy & Sally on 0775 272 6229
Or email us at sallyturnham@hotmail.com
www.lazy-dog.biz

ROOMS to RENT

In Aylesbury - Quality, clean,
spacious furnished rooms in clean &
tidy shared houses. Fully
equipped houses with all mod cons
- gas central heating, washer/dryer,
microwave, bathrooms with shower,
' etc. Single rooms from £80 and
doubles from £95 (inclusive of bills)
Call Sally on 0775 272 6229
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A Cuban Adventure Judy and I spent the last two weeks of February touring Cuba.
Cuba has had a very troubled history. In my view Fidel Castro has had to fight very hard for his
people and his principles — not always successfully, but I think history will be kind to him. The
country is very poor and lacks money and trade to lift the population out of the poverty they
currently endure. There is deep mistrust of America and any imperialist nation — and Russia wasn’t
very kind to them either. They like Venezuela - it supplies them their petrol and diesel.

With Fidel Castro’s brother Raul now in charge you sense that things are going to change. From a
tourist’s point of view I would suggest now is the time to visit before big money funds a tourism
explosion. .

It is a very beautiful island. It’s a large island, about half the size of the UK.

If you are travelling to

) HAVANA
E:Uba d{)/‘en.sulz.yl(.)u trz;;fel W%?!);o b‘f;éms ‘wc“y visit Cha s msusoloum Cuba Libre! Ref CL
trect. Virgin Airlines
. g y VINALES 4 Soro, tour Cueva N:A\RA Hikes in the
direct. Our tour operator Caves. los Pocesly s\ T Guamubaya Massif ArranTIA
valh P
had us flying Iberia via & cycling Y | \W =~ CAMAGUEY GCEAN
. At of Pigs mmlzs’o TOPES DE ™\ Lively colonial town
Madrid. This adds at least & .  Colonial  COLLANTES

CARIBBEAN SEA

five hours to what should m L o , BARTOLOME
. . MASO
be a nine hour flight.

SANTIAGD
DE CUBA
City tour

Comandancia de la Plata, 2 X7

L Castro & Ché’s refuge

First stop was Havana — old Havana is a treasure house of the
most fantastic 18 and 19" Century buildings. In another
country these would probably have been pulled down in the
name of progress — but because Cuba is so poor these
buildings have survived. Coupled with this is the vast army
of old 1950°s American cars that somehow are still road
worthy, just.

On our first night we were taken to a roof top restaurant — by
repute very fashionable — it was appalling — the place was
filled with BBQ smoke and it was draughty and cold —
‘welcome to Cuba’— we were told there were no potatoes in
Cuba, not the right time of the year.

Havana is a photographer’s dream. Everywhere there’s
another gem to look at.

We travelled on to the town of Trinidad. Another photogenic
place — every building a different colour. The best ones built
on the proceeds of sugar cane.

Part of our trip involved trekking in the mountains — the
guidebook called it ‘easy’ walking. If this was easy I shudder
to think what ‘moderate’ and ‘hard’ are like. | was knackered at the end of the day and crawled into
my sleeping bag on a thin mattress. We slept outdoors on a covered veranda.

Cockerels started talking to each other at 3.30am — but I didn’t care.

Next day was more trekking but this time we finished at a mountain pool fed by a waterfall — getting
in was a struggle but it was so refreshing once you’d dared yourself to plunge in.

Our next port of call was Camarguey ~ the hotel information included the request ‘Please do not
wear underwear in public places’. Our evening meal had to be rearranged as half the town was
blacked out - part of an energy saving programme.

It’s in this part of Cuba that most of the cattle are reared. This means that meat and milk are
relatively cheap compared to other parts of the island. A consequence is that the police are likely to
make spot checks to ensure that you are not smuggling food to other parts of

Cuba - this is a throwback to the Russian way of doing things. continued on page 25
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HARVEYS

B e e

 CAIL
49 High Steeet South &
DELI

Stewkley, Beds, LUTOIIR, |

01525 240252
LC ENSED C‘XFE
Specmllsmg ma WI(le range O{
homemade [ood. Servx'ng TRADING HOURS
l)real({asl, lunch and ahernoon {
teas. Ca[é: Tuesclag to Fridag
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, S 8.30am - 5.00pm |
DELICATESSEN Saurday 8.300m ~ |
{ A large range o{ home cooked 3.00pm *
* ready meals both fresh and frozen | * Shops: Tucsdan to Friday
always avatlable. Also wine, beers, | 8.30am-6.30pm
picl(]es, Clnlfnegs jams and general ‘ Salumlag 8.30am -
groceries. E 4.00pm
Buﬂel and Dinner P arty menus |

We 'mave cre aletl lq{cllen gamlen SO we can use {res“g pICl(PCI vegelaloles ﬂll(] lrlerl)s {OI‘ are

soups an(l salm]s
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Roads in Cuba are generally only two lane — they carry all sorts of traffic. Cyclists, horses and old
tractors are the norm. Travel 1s therefore slow and the roads are bumpy. By law you are required to
stop at railway lines (no level crossings here). It was striking to note that there was no litter
anywhere. The road verges were wide and very well maintained. They are used to graze tethered
cows, horses, goats and pigs and are cut with machetes to gather fodder for animals. Every town was
also spotless. People live in very modest houses/shacks — their yards are again swept clean. Oh that
Aston Abbotts’ verges were so well respected. Chickens free-range everywhere - there are no foxes
or other predators to worry about. Dogs and cats abound.
Public transport is very poor and unreliable. So aside from all the grazing animals etc there are also
a lot of people hitch hiking.
It’s an agricultural economy — very labour intensive, very rudimentary tools - must be like it was

~ here a hundred years or more ago. Fences are made with living fence posts and sometimes cactus.
Pigs and goats have wooden yokes that stop them from being able to push through the wired fences.
Some of the horses looked very thin but then so did their owners.
We climbed in the Sierra Maestra — a range of mountains where Castro had his camp and from
where he successfully started his campaign to oust Batista. It is a place of pilgrimage for Cubans —
every town has it’s ‘Revolution Square’ and statues to fallen heroes.
In Santiago de Cuba (Cuba’s second largest city) Judy and T had a salsa dancing lesson. We were
pretty useless really - not in our blood. But to watch the ‘regulars’ was a treat — they make it look so
easy and natural.
The most famous revolutionary is Che Guevara. His bones were recovered from a Bolivian grave in
the late 1990°s and moved to Santa Clara where a large mausoleum has been erected in his and other
revolutionaries honour. Che Guevara master minded the derailment of an armoured train sent by
Batista to supply his army. This was a pivotal event and secured Castro’s victory.
Lunch was usually taken on the run and it became a musical hall joke when it came to choosing
what sandwich you wanted. Generally you could have ham and cheese or cheese and ham or ham or
cheese (and sometimes tunaj. Evening meals sometimes allowed a choice of roast chicken, fried
chicken, pork steak, beef stew or fish. For our last meal we had lobster. We mostly drank beer
either Cristal 4.5 proof or Bucanero 54 — strong beers brewed on the island. Wine was non existent.
We had Cuba Libres and Mojitos, rum base drinks, and the quantity of rum was always generous.
Cuba is a multi racial state — everyone was very friendly and if you could speak a bit of Spanish that
was a great help. ,
Our tour finished in Vinales. Its here they grow the tobacco that is so sort after to make the
Montecristo and Cohiba cigars. The countryside here is especially beautiful and is a favourite tourist
destination.
I really liked Cuba. Their plumbing is bad, the hotels are nothing to rave about, the food is simple
but we were happy to accept that as part of the experience — one we can recommend — (and make
sure you fly direct with Virgin). John Hardcastle

The greatest legacy of the Cuban Revolution has perhaps been as an example to other would-be Chés and Fidels. The
revolution spawned copycats in almost every nation in Latin America as idealistic young men and women took up
arms to try and change hated governments for new ones. The results were mixed. In Nicaragua, rebel Sandinistas
eventually did overthrow the government and come to power. In the southern part of South America, the upswing in
Marxist revolutionary groups such as Chile’s MIR and Uruguay’s Tupamaros led to right-wing military government
seizing power: Augusto Pinochet is a prime example. Working together through Operation Condor, these repressive
governments waged a war of terror on their own citizens. The Marxist rebellions were stamped out, but many
innocent civilians died as well.

Many Cubans disagree about the revolution. The thousands of middle and upper class Cubans who fled the nation
(often to Miami) loathe Castro and have kept the pressure on the United States government to retain the embargo.
Many of those still in Cuba, after years of hardship, have tried to flee to the United States or Mexico in makeshift
rafts and boats. Nevertheless, there are still many in Cuba who love Fidel and continue to embrace the revolution.
Will history absolve him? Only time will teil.
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Fine Jewellery

and everything you expect from
a typical County Jewellers.

Jewellery repairs of every sort, help with insurance claims,
supplying missing stones, sizing rings and so on.

Re-designing and remaking out-dated pieces or damaged pi

Watch servicing, batteries & straps, clock overhauls, silver repairs
and re-plating. Engraving by hand or by machine on most metals.

Goldsmiths House

10-14 Cambridge Street AYLESBURY Hester » Clarke
HP20 IRS 01296-482963 County Jewellers

ww.hesterclarke.co.uk
CLOSED THURSDAYS

1L OUISE DAVIS CATERING

WP s e U ey e Y

A Y
S\ gzz///////

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

TEL: 641179
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Get The Whole Job Done

No more juggling workmen...
| can do the lot (and juggle too!)

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Floors,
Doors, Shelves, Tiling, Fitted
wardrobes, Plumbing,
Maintenance, Small Building Work.

Ble®min
Marvellous

Plants

Winslow
Beautiful plants for discerning gardeners

Anything considered.
Just ask for a free estimate call

Wide range of unusual € well known plants.
; Seeds bulbs, compost, pots, friendly advice.

Open Weds to Sat 9-5, Sunday 10-4,
March to end Sept. Winter by apptmt.

Chris Dowell
(01525) 270701

Please note Chris Dowell’s new number 01525 270830

300m outside Winslow, on the road
towards Aylesbury.
Call Alexia on 07963 747305
www.bmplants.co.uk

DO YOU VISIT FRANCE oRr SPAIN?

WOULE YO 000 10 it
VO EANGLAGE S8 4

French or Spanish
lessons

ITG Motor Engineers
Aston Abbotts
For all servicing, repairs
(and the odd sales) of
cars, vans & motorcycles.
All MOT work undertaken

(I can also take your vehicle for an MOT too)

Free collection &
delivery

Customised Classes available
at a venue of your choice

Phone (01525) 221413

April 2012

within 10 miles of Aston Abbotts
I'm friendly, reliable & conscientious
and
have 30 years experience in the trade
and
I don’t charge extortionate rates.

Please give me a try,
call Richard Upton, on
0776 966 8672
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Loales..»

SOLICITORS

A traditional law firm with
modern values |

§

Superior service and excellent legal support
Aylesbury’s premier law firm, providing services in:

» Business Services » Commercial = Property
= Employment » Private Client ¢ Family
» Notarial Services * Personal Injury

For a free, no obligation discussion and quote, or for all legal queries:
Please call us on 01296 318500 or e-mail us at law@ParrottandCoaleslLLP.co.uk

- Parrott & Coales LLP Solicitors Tel: 01296 318500 |
(14 Bourbon Street Aylesbury, HP20 2RS

WWW. ParrottandCoaIesLLRco_uk
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CHURCH ROOM
Bookings

£6 per hour for residents
(plus metered electricity)

£20. per hour for non residents

(plus metered electricity - a returnable
deposit of £50 at the time of booking is
required)

Please note that an additional hour over and above the
period of the event must be booked to cover setting up
and clearing away:

Weddings and Christenings -
a fixed charge of £50.

Please contact Tracy Hinds on
if you wish to book

688479

Quainton Railway Society Ltd.

Quainton Road Station Quainton Near Aylesbury HP22 4BY

STEAMING OPEN DAY Sunday 1% & Wed. 4t April.

PEEP PEEP! THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE™ IS COMING
over the Easter weekend Friday 6%, Saturday 7%, Sunday 8 and
Monday 9t April!

Tickets for a Day Out With Thomas are on sale now and are
available from the Centre, or call 01296 655720 for bookings. 201/
Admission prices frozen! Adult £15, Child (ages 2 — 15) £11 - or
book at least one week ahcad to save £2.00 per ticket! Children
under 2 go FREE! (Bookings close on Friday 30t March)

For more information about “Thomas” visit
www.thomasandfriends.com

STEAMING OPEN DAY Wed, 11t & Sunday 15% April
WEDDING FAIR Friday 20t April, 5.00 to 9.30 p.m. Free
Admission over 35 Trade Stalls, featuring two bridal wear catwalk
shows, Make-up Artist, Floral Designs, Photography, Caterers,
Entertainment and much more for your Dream Day. Join us for a
FREE Champagne Reception from 5.00 p.m.. Catwalk Shows at
6.45 and 7.45 p.m.

MURDER MYSTERY EVENING Saturday 21% April from 7.00
p.m.

Admission , On the door £12.50 or Advance bookings £10.00.

"Off the Rails" written by Fiona & Paul Phillips and performed by
the Quaintwood Players. A two-act Play written just for the Centre,
where the Audience becomes the Sleuth - or just sit back and enjoy
the intrigue! A Ploughman's Supper will be served between the
acts (included in the admission charge!)

STEAMING OPEN DAY Sunday 22"

LATE NIGHT LECTURE Wednesday 18 April, 7 to 9.45 p.m.
Entrance £7.50

“The Downpatrick & Co Down Railway - Ireland's only standard
gauge preserved line” For further details please see our website.
http://www.bucksrailcentre.org/rail_enthusiast_lectures.php Please
book your place in advance on 01296 655720

YOUR

PARISH COUNCIL

Peter Shorrock (Chairman)
Oak Farm House — 681260

Paul Bruton (Parish Clerk)
51 The Green — 682322

Colin Higgs (Vice Chairman)
6 Wingrave Road — 681343

Richard Clarke
Maplewood, The Green — 681007

Judy Hardcastle
Marloes, Lines Hill - 688070

Kate Curry
2 Norduck Cottages, Moat Lane — 681137

James Perkins (co-opted) - 07882 980415

Bob Carvey
12 The Green - 681053

District Councillor
Peter Cooper
Brewhouse Lane, Rowsham — 681250

County Councillor
Netta Glover - 688357

Parochial Church Council
Rev. Philip Derbyshire 01525 240287

Caroline Abel Smith 681001 —Churchwarden
April Curnow 681459 - Churchwarden

Colin Higgs 681343 - Deputy Churchwarden
Shirley Ford 681865

Andy Bystra 681690

Ann Goodman 681763

Anita Parker 681325

Gordon Kemp 681763

Caroline Lane 681373 — Secretary

David Gray 07935414495 - Treasurer

March

STEAMING OPEN DAY Sunday 29th Mr G Brown
For further information visit our Website M M l S
www.bucksrailcentre.org Tel. 01296 655450 (recorded info.) or 1
01296 655720 (weekdays 9.30 > 4.30) rs ¢ mlth
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WELCOME TO ESPANOL
VILLA

A TOP QUALITY PRIVATELY OWNED
HOUSE AVAILABLE FOR HOLIDAY RENTAL
IN THE BEAUTIFUL COSTA CALIDA
REGION OF MURCIA, SOUTH-EASTERN
SPAIN

320 days of sunshine per year

The property "Cornamusa" is a modern fully furnished 3 bedroom house just
50m from the sandy beaches of Los Alcazeres.

The Costa Calida (warm coast) nestles in the South eastern corner of Spain -
the 'real Spain’. It's an area of long sandy beaches (the one at Alcazeres is
over 5km), promenades and traditional towns and villages popular with the
Spanish and the British.

The coast here is dotted with national parks, nature reserves and there's
heaps of shopping, culture, golf courses, sports, and spas

The Cornamusa beach house sleeps up to 7, air conditioning, luxury furnishings, fully
fitted kitchen, balcony on main bedroom. Everything you need for a fantastic
holiday. It's just a 10 minute transfer. Direct low cost flights from Luton Airport
to Murcia San Javier with Ryan Air.

Prices range from £260 - £350 per week

for more information visit our website
at.espanolvilla.com

01296 670388 Andi or Becky Swain
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Pre-School

Wingrave Pre-School offers sessional
care for 2-5 year olds.

Children’s learning is promoted in a
friendly and fun atmosphere.

New Premises:
Wingrave Pre-School, Twelve Leys,
Wingrave, HP22 4QG

Contact: Kelly Targell — Pre-school
Leader 01296 682217

Or

Sandy Roost — Chair 07932 121317

Session times:

Morning sessions: daily, 9am - noon
Afternoon sessions: Tuesday and
Wednesday, noon - 3pm, or 1pm - 3pm
Lunch club: daily, noon - 1pm

Government-funded voucher scheme
for 3-4 year olds

0088000606000 00000a00000000000cs000OCOCROGOROOTCTES

Qualified staff — key worker appointed
to each child.

(AR A NN N EN AN EENENENEENNENRGHSHNHN]

Flowers for all Occasions

and deliver professionally designed bouquets, arrangements,
table decorations or funerat flowers

free of charge, to any address within a 5 mile radius of the
village. | can also deliver outside this area for a reasonable
charge.

selection of sample photographs.

i Telephone 01296 681066

j 07952 255639

| E-mail jaking1@hotmail.co.uk
i

Your local butcher for all your farm fresh needs:

v’ Poultry

v Home Cooked Hams
/Sausages

v’ Pies

v’ Preserves

v’ Fruit & Veg

v Home Produced Beef
and Lamb

Order now from the family butcher. Established since 1914

PARROTT BROS

ARl

Butchers and Farmers, Beechmoor Farm, Cublington Road,
Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4LG Tel; 01296 641207

" " " " " s " " " " " " " e

April 2012
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| am an experienced city and guild trained florist and can make

Prices range from £5 for a child's gift posy, table decoration from
£10, hand tied bouquets from £20 and funeral flowers from £30.

| am based in Aston Abbotts and wiil deliver your chosen design,

Please telephone Jayne for further details or email to receive a

I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.l-l.

31



Unisex Hair and Beauty Salon
Appointments On 01296 681 282 or 0776 665 6411

Now offering Beauty Treatments at our

HAIR STYLING
and COLOUR BEAUTYTREATMENTS
CUT & FINISH ,WET CUT, VERTICAL SUNBED
BLOWDRY, BASIC HAIR UP, COUTURE SPRAYTAN
SHAMPOO & SET. MAKE-UP
MASSAGE
FULLAND HALF HEAD COLOUR ACRYLIC NAIL ENHANCEMENTS
CAP HI LITES ,FULL HEAD TINT, WAXING
RE-GROWTHTINT, FACIALS
FULL and HALF HEAD HI LITES, EYEBROWAND EYELASH
HAIR EXTENSIONS
BRIDAL SERVICES
HAIR and MAKE-UP
MANICURES AND INCLUDING TRIAL BEFORE AND ON
PEDICURES WEDDING

MANOR FARM COURTYARD\
ROWSHAM :
AYLESBURY HP22 4QP

J
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JWS argent OFSTED Registered Childminder

Wingrave

‘ Spaces available now (full and part time)
PROFESSIONAL DECORATING SERVICES Available between 7am and 7pm mon — fri
School and Pre-School drop and pick up

and . :
. . Term time and holidays
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Private and commercial properties For a chat please contact Clare....
All interior and exterior decoration Home: 01296 682305
Coving Mobile: 07776 180781
Wall and floor tiling ll: clare3hinds@hotmail.co.uk
Plastering ‘
Floor stripping and renovation l

Local references available
Contact: John 01525 222922
0709 113090
email jwsarge24@gmail.com

WINDFARMS

There are currently three live projects for windfarms in the area. The most active
is known as the Dorcus Lane site. This is near Hollingdon, and will not affect us
directly: the villages most affected will be Soulbury and the Brickhills. A
planning application is with AVDC, and will be considered by the planning
committee within the next 3 months.

There are, however, two proposals which will affect Aston Abbots more directly.
The first is a proposal for 6 large wind turbines to be erected on a site between
Wing and Cublington. No formal application has yet been received by AVDC,
but informal discussions between the potential applicant and the District Council
indicate that one can be expected in the next few months.

There is also a proposal for up to 8 turbines to be erected between Wing and Rowsham. The scheme has been
brewing for some 18 months, but there are no active discussions between the planners and the potential applicant
at the moment.

All these applications and potential applications involve enormous structures. Typically, each turbine will have a
design capacity of 2 megawatts, and will stand 130m high to the top of the blades. As a point of comparison, the
tower block in Aylesbury occupied by Bucks County Council is 65m, so that they turbines will be twice as tall as
this! I understand that the wind-turbines have to be this sort of size, to make use of the relatively low wind speeds
in our area. (This makes me wonder why they want to erect turbines here, and don’t do so in an area which is
windier!)

The clerk of Cublington parish council has written to our parish council to enquire if people in this village would
be interested in attending an open forum debate on windfarms. 1 imagine the windfarms mentioned in the last two
paragraphs will be of some concern, and if you think that you might wish to attend any such forum, could you
please let me know, either by telephone (681260) or by e-mail (petershorrocki@gmail.com), so that we can give
Cublington some idea of the number of people who might attend from this village.

Peter Shorrock (Chairman, Aston Abbotts Parish Council)
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Dan't forget May bank holiday beer festival, 4th-6th May, :
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"’“S o n V!/ freshly brepored produce

Monday 1nd - Mondoy night quiz Coffee & Homemade cake

8 36pm , Every mornong from 10.30am
Good Friday éth - Live Music 4% QI‘@W» Monday Night is Quiz night
from 8pm wath 3 Bar Fire 9 The Unicorn Quiz Bam - ) 0pm
Eoster Saturday Tth Why not bring o team?

Childrens Arts & Crofts Saturday Breakfasts -

Bnng the chidran for same easter themed oty & crafis Sart the weekend mith the

n o chabbause, whie wou hore nme o it bock and newspapers and a Ful Enplsh
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Luneh and dinner sttng canlabe Si— 1 2pem - 3pm Bouking strongly odnsed

H“ﬁix.““"""” P
Monday 9th - Monday night quiz 8 30pm Bar Snacks
o o crmboble througtout the doy!

Saturday i4th - Grand Nation “;g d Hold your business meetings
As wod g3 shownp the roce bve we'l be jf In our Ciub Room

A 9 swespshake FREE WiF! Internet access!
Monday [6th - Monday night quiz 8 30pm Ask for details

porder 14 s e oor. 5 55, 0] 296 681261

Monday night gquiz  §.30pm e Tee
Friday 20th - Live Music L M ‘b‘#% L/M& f
frern 8pm wath Lesie ond the Speckers

Friday 2Yth - Dinner and jaxz he Lo, Mg “-"—'{"-:‘—"-'
Bpm wath ‘Amything Goes” ! ks o, %E-Jw. Y "ﬁ”"‘},
Plecse see web site for full detaik
M;?:cy 30¢h - Mondoy night quiz Folhw us on Facebonk
. JUpm

www. theunicornpub.co.uk

April 2012 The Chronicle 34



St James Church

Ist April - PALM SUNDAY 10am Holy Communion Rev. David Hemsley
8th April - EASTER DAY 9am Holy Communion Rev. Philip Derbyshire
15th April - 6pm Evensong Rev Philip Derbyshire
22nd April - 10.30am Holy Communion Rev Roger Hale

29th April - BENEFICE SERVICE 10am Holy Communion  Rev D Witchell

Dear friends, CHURCH DUTIES

April is traditionally the month of 'showers' and Cleaners Flowers
T.S.Eliot in the Wasteland famously described it as 7th April  Colin Easter

"The cruelist month" because of the capricious Caroline L

nature of it's weather. 14th Ann Easter

This year Holy week and Easter all fall in April--- Gordon

we confront the amazing popularity of Jesus on 21st Shirley donated
Palm Sunday(they wanted to make Him King!) and Andrew

then the hate of Good Friday and the 28th Anita 0
apathy/excitement of Easter itself. April

The public can be incredibly fickle in it's affections.
Remember the hero worship of Princess Diana

(until the last month of her life when she could do nothing right at all).The tabloids in particular
hounded her every move.Then she suffered her tragic death in Paris and she became a 'saint'

overnight.

Music fans are notorious for their changeable attitudes to their idols:there is nothing so 'last year'

as last year's star!

This is not the most attractive of human traits but fortunately it is not the whole story. There are
lots of people who have been inspired by the Easter story of hope and triumph and gone on to

serve others over many years in many ways.

If you would like to explore more of 'why?' we are having an ALPHA course at the Rec Pavilion at
Stewkley starting on 17th April at 7.30pm: "Christianity --- Boring, Untrue, Irrelevant?"

Why not come along and find out more?
Happy Easter and God Bless you all;

Revd Philip Derbyshire, Team Rector, Cottesloe Benefice.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Tuesday 24 April 2012,7.45pm and 8pm, Church Room

Anyone living in the parish is very welcome to come along to the annual meeting
of St James’s Church. There are two separate meetings to the evening: Firstly;-
* the ‘annual vestry meeting’ to elect two churchwardens (currently April
Curnow and Caroline Abel Smith);
®  the annual parochial church council meeting

The second meeting will follow immediately at around 8pm and covers:
Changes in the church electoral roll (which is being revised in March). If
you are a regular churchgoer aged 16 or over and not on the roll, this is
the time to have your name added

¢  Annual report on parochial church council activities and the parish
generally

Financial statement for 2011

Report on fabric of the church buildings

Report on the Deanery Synod

Flection of six parochial representatives to the PCC

Other matters of parochial or general church interest

Notices of both meetings will be posted in April at the church; information about
the electoral roll will be posted in March.

April 2012 The Chronicle

EASTER FLOWERS

On Easter Sunday this year there
will be an arrangement of lilies
behind the altar dedicated to the
memory of loved ones.

If you would like to donate a lily
please contact Caroline Abel
Smith (681001). The stems will
be £2 each and the names of
those to be remembered will be
read out at the 9am Easter Day
Service. Please let Caroline
know as soon as possible or
alternatively push an envelope
through her letter box with the
name and money.
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The Aston Abbotts Telephone List

100 Club Colin Higgs
630 Club Andy Bystra
AvVDC Switchboard
Baby& Toddlers Group Kim Gayler
Bingo Pam Dixon
Sheila Humpreys
Book Club John Hardcastle
Bus Enquiries Travel line
Buses L&S
Chronicle Advertising Phil Corrigan
Chronicle Distribution Andy Bystra
Chronicle Editorial John Hardcastle
Church Mowing Rota Gordon Kemp
Church Room Hire Tracy Hinds
Citizens Advice Aylesbury
Bucks County Council Switchboard
County Councillor Netta Glover
Dial-A-Ride
District Councillor Peter Cooper
Doctor (emergency out of hours)
Fete Coordinator TBA
GNOMES. Caro! Spooner
Hospital Stoke Mandeville
Ladies Ciub Shirley Ford
Member of Parliament John Bercow MP
Milkman Ron Miller Dairies
Mobile Library Buckingham
NHS Direct 24 hr Advice Line
Parish Clerk Paul Bruton
Parish Council Leader Peter Shorrock
Police Emergencies
Police Non-Emergency
Police Wing Police Station
Railways Chiltern Railways
Ramblers Club Colin Higgs
Rector Rev Philip Derbyshire
Refuse Collection Engquiries
Royal British Legion Alan Jones
Royal Oak Teri & Gary Moult
RSPCA Enquiries
Scouts Nikki Reeve
Whist Colin Higgs
Wingrave Pre School Paul Weston
Wingrave Post Office PO Only
Wingrave Post Office Stores
Wingrave School Office

please advise of any errors or omissions

Hot cross buns!
Hot cross buns!
One ha' penny, two ha' penny,
Hot cross buns!

If you have no daughters,
Give them to your sons
One ha' penny,

Two ha' penny,

Hot Cross Buns!

April 2012

The Chronicl
681690 Advertising rates per annum
585858
681123 FULL PAGE Back  £100
681626 Inside £80
681649 HALF PAGE Inside £40
688070 \
0670 6082608 QUARTER PAGE Inside  £25
415468 ONE OFFS Full £20
688191 Half £15
681690 Quatter  £10
688070
681763 Seasonal and short term ads are also
688479 accepted at these rates
0870 1 gggggg Send copy and cheque payable to
688357 “The Chronicle’ to
330088 Phil Corrigan
gggfg 5, Nash’s Farm, Aston Abbotts, Bucks
01296 688191
681544 corriganpc(@aol.com
315000
681865
714240
482838 ,
01280 813229 YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAM
0845 4647 AL
582372 Wing :.North
681260
999 or 112
0845 8505505
396163/4
0870 5165165
681343
01525 240287
585510 &
682366
681262 Inspector PC Frank
08705555999 | | Emma Garside -y Callaghan
681372
681343
681127
682964
681696
681436
PCSO Paula PCSO Tina
Boston Hobson
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What’s On In APRIL

Sunday Ist Rambling Club 2pm meet at Woburn
Wednesday 4th  Parish Council 7.30pm Church Room
Thursday Sth Coffee Shop 10-12noon Church Room
Whist Drive 7.30pm Church Room
Friday 6th Good Friday - Hot Cross Buns
Sunday 8th " Easter Day Holy Communion 9am St James Church
Monday 9th Easter Monday Bank Holiday
Tuesday 10th Mobile Library 10.30am The Green
Thursday 12th Coffee Shop 10-12noon Church Room
Bingo 7.30pm Church Room
Sunday 15th Evensong 6pm St James Church
Thursday 19th Coffee Shop 10-12noon Church Room
Ladies Club 2.15pm Church Room
Whist 7.30pm Church Room
Friday 20th Quiz Evening 7pm Church Room
Monday 23rd St George’s Day
Tuesday 24th Mobile Library 10.30am The Green
PCC & Vestry Meeting 7pm  Church Room
Thurs 26th Coffee Shop 10-12noon Church Room
Sunday 29th Village Footpath Walk 2pm  The Green
630 Club - mects | | EASTER TREASURE
every daturday 1n
the Royal Oak at HUNT -F ree Event!
6.30 pm. New Join us in the High Street for

members very
welcome. Contact
Andy Bystra if you
need an
introduction.

GNOMES (Girls
Night Out Men
Excluded Sorry)
meet, usually in the
Royal Oak, every
Tuesday 8 pm
onwards - all
Ladies very
welcome -
GNOMES
specialises in
intelligent
conversation over a

glass of something.

a Easter treasure hunt with
lots of prizes to be won, can
you find all the clues and get
to the treasure?

All activities run from 11am
until 3pm (weather

permitting) and are free.
High Street, Aylesbury
Thursday 5 Apr 2012

INFLATABLE FUN DAY - Free Event!

Inflatable day in Market Square. Come and
see if you can conquer the bungee run, take
the bouncy castle by storm, bounce in our
dome, and zoom down the mega slide.
There’s also free face painting.

Al activities run from 11am until 3pm and
are free. Some activities may vary
depending on the weather.
Market Square,
Aylesbury
Thursday 12 Apr 2012
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Address

Please note that all
submissions for the
Chronicle should be sent to
John Hardcastle
Marloes, Lines Hill
01296 688070

Email submissions to:
editor@aachronicle.co.uk

Please don't forget to tell us of any
events that you would like included
in the What'’s On list

Classified

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE
FREE in The Chronicle
Phone us on 01296 688191
or email
editor@aachronicle.co.uk

LITTER
BLITZ

Please take the time and spend an
hour helping to keep our village tidy.
Meet outside the Church Room on
Saturday 31st March 10am
sack and picker will be provided -
R R S D R

FOR SALE
Electric Garden Shredder
Hardly used - Any reasonable offer
phone 681454

MOBILE LIBRARY
10th & 24th
The Green 10.30am

MOBILE LIBRARY
“USE IT’ don’t ‘LOOSE IT’
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FLACKWELL ELECTRONICS

OF CHURCH FARM, ASTON ABBOTTS

- PLASMA
- LCD

- DVD

- HDTV

RENTALS, NEW
AND USED SALES

01296
682126

01296
682126

Police have issued a county-wide alert following a
serious mncident in a major High Wycombe
household retail store. Chief Inspector Flynn told
The Chronicle, “All young women between the
ages of 18 and 85 should be on their guard. Tt 1s
clear there is 2 monster on the loose. No-one 1s
safe!”

Witnesses say that a man stealthily approached a
young lady standing at the bottom off an escalator
and smacked her sharply on the behind. When she
swung around i terror he clapped his hand to his
forehead, gasped “I thought you were Tracy

Hinds”, and ran off mto the crowd.

April 2012

FLACKWELL ELECTRONICS — PURVEYORS OF PLASMA SCREENS TO THE GENTRY

Police Seek

Police have described the man they are seeking as
being in his mud fifties, with short grey hair. They
are unable to confirm reports that the same man
was captured on CCTV earher that day buying a
copy of Aircraft Parts Monthly in W. H. Smith, and
later trying to peer through the back window of a
local tattoo parlour.

The police have appealed for other victims of this
man who may have suffered similar attacks to
come forward. A special call centre has been set up
to deal with the expected mflux of calls

Police have warned all women not to approach
this man, as he may fondle without warnmng
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